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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 08874 

USEEC FOR BRUSSELS 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EGEN, ETRD, EFIN, JA, ASEAN 
SUBJECT: ASEAN STABEX MEETING POSTPONED 

REF: (A) STATE 134377 (NOTAL), (B) TOKYO 8736 (NOTAL) 

1 . ACCORDING TO JAPANESE EMBASSY HERE, ASEAN/JAPANESE 
EXPERTS MEETING ON STABEX WAS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR 
MAY 29-30 TO WHICH THE PHILIPPINES OBJECTED BECAUSE OF 
THE CONFLICT WITH THE ASEAN EXPERTS MEETING ON DEVELOP 
MENT COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES. NEXT SUGGESTED 
DATE OF JUNE 2-3 WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO THE GOI WHICH WAS 
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HOSTING A SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING PREPARATORY TO THE 
ECONOMIC MINISTERIAL ON JUNE 5-6. STABEX MEETING HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED INDEFINITELY. 

2. JAPANESE FOREIGN OFFICE IS APPARENTLY EMBARRASSED OVER 
THE NON-MEETING. IT HAD PERSUADED THE OTHER MINISTRIES 
TO GO ALONG WITH THE STABEX MEETING AS MEANS OF GIVING 
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SOME SUBSTANCE TO FOREIGN MINISTER SONODA'S MEETING WITH 
THE ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL ASEAN 
FOREIGN MINISTERIAL ON JUNE 14-16 IN PATTAYA. INSTEAD, 

IT FOUND THAT THE ASEAN GOVERNMENTS WERE NOT IN A HURRY 
AND INDEED EXCEPT FOR MALAYSIA DID NOT EVINCE DEEP IN- 
TEREST IN THE SUBJECT. THE ASEAN PAPER ON STABEX WAS 
PREPARED BY MALAYSIA. WE UNDERSTAND THAT FOUR MAJOR 
PHILIPPINE COMMODITIES ARE COVERED - SUGAR, COPPER, 
COCONUT PRODUCTS, AND TIMBER. 

3. DESPITE THE NO-START OF THE STABEX MEETING, SONODA 
WILL GO THROUGH WITH HIS MEETING WITH THE ASEAN FOREIGN 
MINISTERS AS WELL AS HIS VISIT ON JUNE 18-20 TO BANGKOK. 
HOWEVER, HIS TOUR OF THE OTHER FOUR ASEAN CAPITALS HAS 
BEEN POSTPONED. REAL REASON FOR THE POSTPONEMENT IS THAT 
THERE IS AGAIN MOVEMENT ON THE SINO-JAPANESE PEACE TREATY. 
APPARENTLY THE PRC HAS GOTTEN ITS HOUSE IN ORDER AND IS 
PUTTING THE SENKAKU ISSUE ON THE SHELF, AND 
THERE IS A POSSIBILITY OF SONODA GOING TO PEKING. 

TOUSSAINT 
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